Preliminary Amendment 
Vitty. D<Jcket No.: 006559.00006 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A multicast-enabled network element comprising: 

a first logical interface for receiving a file from a content provider; 

a second logical interface for forwarding said file to one or more hosts as a 

sequence of data packets in a file delivery transmission; and 
a processor for defining a group of one or more hosts, wherein a^fiirther host[[s]] 

may be added to the group in response to the reception of a request from said 

fiirther host, the group being limited to further hosts situated within a single 

locational area; 

wherein said sefvef -network element is configured to transmit the file to the group 
so that said further hosts joining the group during transmission of the data 
packet sequence receive the remaining data packets in said sequence. 

2. (currently amended) A network element according to claim 1, further configured 
to transmit the file via a first communication network and to receive requests from the further 
host[[s]] via a second communication network. 

3. (currently amended) A network element according to claim 1 or 2 , wherein one 
or both of a request and the file is transmitted between the network element and the further host 
via a cellular communications network and the locational area is defined in terms of a cell, so 
that the group is limited to hosts situated in a locational area covered by a single cell. 

4. (currently amended) A network element according to claim 1 , 2, or 3 , further 
configured to forward the file to the further h ost over a wireless communication network, being 
the last network element situated before an air-interface in a file delivery path between the 
content provider and the host. 

5. (currently amended) A network element according to any on e of th e prec e ding 
etmm s claim L further comprising a file request handler for encrypting information in headers of 
the data packets relating to the correct order of data packets in the file delivery transmission. 
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6. (currently amended) A network element according to any one of th e prec e ding 

claims claim 1 , further configured so that, where a host has submitted a request during the file 
delivery transmission, the point in the file delivery transmission at which the host joins the group 
is logged. 

7. (currently amended) A network element according to any on e of the pr o coding 
claims claim L further configured so that, where a host has joined the group during the file 
delivery transmission, the forwarding of the last packet in the data packet sequence is followed 
by a repeat transmission of the file. 

8. (currently amended) A network element according to any on e of th e procoding 
claims claim K configured to receive a negative acknowledgement message and to treat said 
message as a request for the file. 

9. (currently amended) A method of file delivery over a networ k, the method 
comprising tfee-steps of: 

receiving at a network element a request for-fee _a file from a first host; 
retrieving the file from a content provider; 
defining a group comprising the first host; 

forwarding the file to the group as a sequence of data packets in a file delivery 
transmission; and 

adding to the group any fiirther hosts submitting requests for the file during said 
file delivery transmission so that said fiorther hosts receive the remaining data 
packets in said file delivery transmission, wherein the group is limited to 
fiirther r e c e iver h osts with a same locational area as the first host. 

10. (original) A method according to claim 9, wherein the file is forwarded via a first 
communication network and the request from the first host is received via a second 
communication network. 
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1 1 . (currently amended) A method according to claim 9 or 10 , wherein one or both 
of- e the request and the file is transmitted between the network element and the first host via a 
cellular communications network and the locational area is defined in terms of a cell, so that the 
group is limited to rocoivor hosts situated in an area covered by a single cell. 

12. (currently amended) A method according to claim 9; — 10 or 11 , further 
comprising encrypting information in headers of the data packets relating to the correct order of 
data packets in the file delivery transmission. 

13. (currently amended) A method according to any ono of claimG 9 to 12 claim 9 , 
fiirther comprising, where a further host has submitted a request during the file delivery 
transmission, logging the point in the file delivery transmission at which said further host joins 
the group. 

14. (currently amended) A method according to any one of claims 9 to 13 claim 9 , 
wherein, if one or more further hosts have joined the group during the file delivery transmission, 
the file is re-transmitted following the completion of the sequence of data packets. 

15. (currently amended) A computer program comprising program instmctions for 
causing a network element to perform the method o f any on e of claims 9 to 11 claim 9 . 

16. (currently amended) A computer program according to claim 15, embodied on a 
computer readable medium. 
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17. (currently amended) A method of fil e r e tri e val retrieving a file b y a host over a 
networ k, the method comprising the-steps of: 

sending to a network element a request to join a group to a network elem e nt ; 
receiving a start packet transmitted by the network element which configures the-a 

connection between the network element and the host; 
receiving a sequence of data packets transmitted by the network element in a first 

file delivery transmission; 
arranging the sequence of data packets in theif-an appropriate order; and 
receiving a second file deUvery transmission comprising the sequence of data 

packets; 

wherein the host retrieves any data packets that were dropped or missed in the 
first file delivery transmission by retrieving the corresponding data packets in 
the second file delivery transmission. 

18. (original) A method according to claim 17, wherein the file is transmitted via a first 
communication network and the request firom the first host is received via a second 
communication network. 
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